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Appenclix G: TI’IQ‘ SeJer O[am Raééall —W}\y Jewish Dating Is Different

The Seder Olam Rabbah' or the Book of the Order of
the World was compiled by Rabbi Yose ben Halafta (died
160 AD), and is to this day the traditional Jewish chro-
nology.” From this ancient work, the Jewish people
reckon the current year (2003 AD) as 5763 and under-
stand it to be the number of years since the creation.

At the time the Seder Olam was compiled, the Jews gen-
erally dated their years from 312 BC—the beginning of
the Seleucid era. For the next few centuries, the Seder
Olam was of interest exclusively to only students of the
Talmud.’

When the centre of Jewish life moved from Babylonia
to Europe during the 8th and 9th centuries AD, calcu-
lations from the Seleucid era became meaningless. Over
those centuries, it was replaced by that of the anno mundi
era (AM = “from the creation of the world”) of the
Seder Olam. From the 11th century, anno mundi dating
became dominant throughout most of the world’s Jew-
ish communities.*

As Old Testament Scripture is the basis for Seder Olam
dating, we would suppose the Jewish chronology to be
similar to that of Ussher’s and thus expect them to place
the creation date around 6,000 years ago. Yet rather than
4004 BC, the Seder Olam places creation at 3761. The
question thus becomes: On what basis do the Jews num-
ber their years such that a 243-year shortfall occurs?

The Missing Years:’
1. From the creation to the birth of Abraham
Ussher 2008 years 4004-1996 BC
Seder Olam 1948 years 3761-1811 BC

(exclusive reckoning)

shortfall — 60 years

Terah was 130 years old rather than 70 when Abraham
was born (Ge 11:26; but cf. Ge 11:32 12:4 where 205-75
= 130). Thus, the first deficit is about 60 years.

2. From the birth of Abraham to the Exodus

Ussher
Seder Olam.

1996-1491 BC
1811-1311 BC

505 years

500 years

shortfall — 5 years

Abraham was 75 years old when the covenant was made:;
{Ge 12:4} the Exodus was 430 years later. {Ga 3:17 Ex
12:40-41} Without New Testament revelation for clari-
fication, the Seder Olam reckons five fewer years. The
shortfall now totals 65 years.

3. From the exodus to the laying of the temple foun-
dation {/Ki 6.1}

i

Ussher 480 years 1491-1012 BC
(inclusive reckoning)
Seder Olam 480 years 1311-831 BC

shortfall — 0 years

As there is no difference, the total shortfall remains at
65 years.

4. From the foundation of the first temple to the con-
secration of the second temple

Ussher 497 years 1012-515 BC

Seder Olam 480 years 831-351 BC

shortfall — 17 years

Differing decisions in placing the dates of the kings of
Israel with respect to the kings of Judah during the pe-
riod of the divided monarchy account for these 17 years.

Thus far, the Seder Olam reckons 82 (65 + 17) fewer years
over a 3,489 year span (4004-515) from creation to the
consecration of the second temple—of which the major
part concerns the age of Terah at Abraham’s birth.

5. From the consecration of the second temple to its
destruction by Titus of Rome

515 BC-70 AD
351 BC-70 AD

Ussher
Seder Olam

584 years

420 years
shortfall — 164 years

Here we see the main source of the discrepancy found
in the Seder Olam’s shorter chronology. Its 420 years
are divided into spans of 34, 180, 103, and 103 years of
successive foreign rule over Israel. As shown in that
which follows, it is remarkable that the 164-year dispar-
ity is almost entirely from within (a; see below), the first
or Persian period. The remaining three periods closely
approximate that of the standard chronology.®

a) 34 years (351-317 BC) for the remainder of the
Persian rule over Israel: from the dedication of the
second temple to Ptolemy I Soter’s invasion of
Jerusalem (Ptolemy I was one of Alexander the
Great’s favourite generals—also called Soter or
Saviour, 367?7-283 BC. After Alexander’s death in
323, he seized Egypt as his share of the divided
Greek empire and assumed the title “King of

Egypt”).
b) 180 years (317-137 BC) for the Grecian rule: from
Ptolemy’s invasion to the times when Simon the

Maccabean became ruler in Israel and Rome rec-
ognized the independence of the Jewish state.
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¢) 103 years (137-34 BC) for the rule of the Hasmonean
(Maccabean) family in Israel: from Simon to the
beginning of the reign of Herod the Great.

d) 103 years (34 BC-70 AD) for the Herodian rule
until the destruction of the temple.

There is some discrepancy with the standard dates in
the later three periods (b, ¢, & d). The standard date for
Alexander’s defeat of Darius is 331 BC rather than the
Seder Olam’s 321. It gives Simon’s rule as beginning in
142 BC (not 137) and Herod’s in 37 BC (not 34).”

But what are we to understand from (a) where the Seder
Olam allows only 34 years for the remainder of the Per-
sian period? Indeed, by Seder Olam reckoning there are
only 30 years from the dedication of the second temple
to Darius’ defeat at the hands of Alexander in 321 BC
and merely four years after that unto Jerusalem’s cap-
ture by Ptolemy following Alexander’s death.

Moreover, here the two systems exhibit a striking con-
trast. The Ptolemaic chronology lists eight Persian kings
from Darius I Hystaspes to Darius III Codomannus,
the king whom Alexander overcame. However, the Seder
Olam identifies the Darius who was reigning during
the dedication of the second temple as the same Darius
that Alexander defeated.®

Recording only five Persian monarchs, the Seder Olam
gives the following chronology for its 52/53-year depic-
tion of Persian history:

1. Darius the Mede reigns 1 year
3389-3390 AM (374-373 BC)
Babylon conquered
Daniel in the lions den

2. Cyrus reigns 3 years
3390-3392 AM (373-371 BC, inclusive)
The Jews return
Second temple construction begins

3. Artaxerxes (Cambyses) reigns one-half year
3393 AM (370 BC)
Temple construction halted

4. Ahasuerus reigns 14 years
3393-3407 AM (370-356 BC)
Esther chosen Queen
Esther bears Darius the Persian

5. Darius the Persian reigns 35 years
3407-3442 AM (356 BC)
Temple construction resumes — 3408 AM (355 BC)
Second temple dedicated — 3412 AM (355 BC)
Ezra comes to Jerusalem — 3413 AM (350 BC)
Nehemiah comes to Jerusalem — 3426 AM (337 BC)
Darius defeated by Alexander — 3442 AM (321 BC)

i Thus, the Seder Olam depicts the Kingdom of Persia as

lasting a mere 53 years from 374 to 321 BC, rather than
about 207 years (538-331 BC).?

Over the centuries, orthodox rabbis have differed some-
what in their listing of the Persian kings, but they gen-
erally have not departed from the 52/53-year parameter
established within the Seder Olam."

The result of this shorting of the span of the Persian
Empire is that the paramount prophecy and major foun-
dation block of chronology—the Daniel 9:25 seventy
weeks of years—has become dislodged. Furthermore,
this shorting as perpetuated within the Seder Olam is
deliberate!

While not openly admitting this, present day Jewish
scholars acknowledge that there is something enigmatic
about the Seder Olam’s dating. For example, after stat-
ing that the commonly received dates in the Ptolemaic
chronology “can hardly be doubted,” Rabbi Simon
Schwab nevertheless goes on to uphold his own tradi-
tion:"

“It should have been possible that our Sages—for
some unknown reason—had ‘covered up’ a certain
historic period and purposely eliminated and sup-
pressed all records and other material pertaining
thereto. If so, what might have been their compel-
ling reason for so unusual a procedure? Nothing
short of a Divine command could have prompted
...those saintly ‘men of truth’ to leave out completely
from our annals a period of 165 years and to cor-
rect all data and historic tables in such a fashion
that the subsequent chronological gap could escape
being noticed by countless generations, known to a
few initiates only who were duty-bound to keep the
secret to themselves.” (emphasis Schwab’s)

This is an astonishing proposal! Schwab, along with
other Jewish commentators, further suggests that the
reason God directed the sages of the 2nd century AD
to become involved in falsifying the data was to con-
fuse anyone who might try to use the prophecies of
Daniel to predict the time of the Messiah’s coming.

This was supposedly done to honour Da 12:4: “shut up
the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the
end.” He adds that the reason the sages had adopted
the non-Jewish Seleucid Era calendar was part of the
scheme to do just that—to close up the words and seal
the book of Daniel.!? Schwab also states that if the 165
years were included it would reveal, “we are much closer
to the end of the 6th Millennium than we had sur-
mised”’" (Schwab mentions this date as the time when

§ many rabbis expect Messiah to come.).







